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later ,  he added,  h is  k insman wi th the same last  name and in i t ia ls  was k i l led.  Bar low,  who had

recovered,  heard of  i t  and assumed i t  was Gordon.  So both men assumed that  the other  d id

not survive the war. Fif teen years passed. Both men were invited to a dinner party in Wash-

ington by Clarkson Potter, a Congressman from New York. At table, Gordon peered at Barlow

and asked:  "General ,  are you re lated to the Bar low who was k i l led at  Get tysburg?"  Bar low

answered:  "Why,  I  am the man,  s i r .  Are you re lated to the Gordon who k i l led me?" Gordon

responded:  " l  am the man s i r . "  At  which t ime,  of  course,  they hugged and cemented a f r iend-

ship that  lasted unt i l  the end of  the i r  days.

In a speech Gordon gave dozens of  t imes,  perhaps hundreds t imes,  between 1893 and

1904,  the year  of  h is  death,  t i t led "The Last  Days of  the Confederacy,"  he to ld essent ia l ly  the
same story,  wi th  minor  var ia t ions.

In an incomplete le t ter to h is  mother ,  A lmira Penniman Bar low,  dated July7,  1863,  Bar-
low told a story similar to Gordon's, but with substantial dif ferences. Foremost is a complete

omiss ion of  any ment ion of  Gordon.  In  addi t ion,  he said that  two of  h is  men t r ied to carry  h im

from the f ield, but fai led, and that he lay in the f ield for about f ive minutes before the enemy
came up.  He says that  "Major  Pi tzer"  had h im carr ied in to the woods.  He then descr ibes h is

d iagnosis  by surgeons ( terminal )  and h is  subsequent  care in  Get tysburg by h is  captors and by
c iv i l ians.

In a subsequent  le t ter  to  Almira,  undated,  but  wr i t ten before August  5,  1863,  Bar low
said that  whi le  he was ly ing on the knol l ,  he remembered that  he had incr iminat ing le t ters on
his  person ( incr iminat ing because they re lated to h is  nominat ion as the "Negro Super inten-

dent") so he destroyed them before the enemy reached him.

Apart from Barlow's saying that he destroyed letters, the accounts seem to tel l  a rea-
sonably clear and coherent story. Unfortunately, they are not clear and coherent enough for
some students of  the war,  who contend that  the whole s tory is  "a fab le,"  "apocryphal , "  "h ighly

unl ikely," "a contr ivance," "a myth," "f ict ion," "bogus." This view received i ts most definit ive
expression by Wil l iam Hanna in his art icle that appeared in the May, 1985, issue of Civi l  War
Times l l lustrated, referred to above. Numerous reasons are given, by Hanna and others, for
the content ion that  the meet ing never  took p lace,  inc luding.

There are inconsistencies between Gordon's two accounts.

There are inconsistencies between Gordon's accounts and Barlow's accounts,  especial ly

Barlow's fai lure to ment ion Gordon or Arabel la in his let ter of  July 7 and the business about

the letters.

3.  Arabel la was working at  a Christ ian commission in Maryland dur ing the Gettysburg f ight ing

and it is therefore unlikely that she could have made it to the battlefield in t ime to care for

her husband, which is borne out by the fact  that he does not ment ion her in the July 7 let-

ter.
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