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THE BARLOW-GORDON CONTROVERSY: REST lN PEACE
by John C.  Faz io

[eOitor's Note: This is continuation from last month. When we left off, the issue was Arabella's arrrval.]

Sti l l  further corroboration of Arabella's arrival comes from a passage in A Gallant Captain of the Civrl

War,  edl ted by Joseph Tyler Butts Descr ib ing the events of  the evening of  July '1,  af ter the f ight  on the

knol l ,  Freder ick Otto Baron von Fr i tsch, a war correspondent,  says that:
"By seven o-clock we had several  hundred men of  the Div is ion together.  General  Bar low l ies
wounded ou ts ide  o f  Get tysburg , "  the  Genera l  (Ames)  sa id ,  "and I  take  command o f  the  D iv is ion .
You 'd  be t te r  s tay  w i th  me,  Capta in . "  "Thanks ,  Genera l , "  I  re tu rned.  "Here  comes Mrs .  Bar low
wi th  an  ambulance, "  ladded,  and we bo th  approached her ,  andt r ied  to  descr ibewhere  her  hus-
band could probably be found The courageous lady,  s i t t ing next to the dr iver,  wi th a whi te f lag
in  her  hand,  then drove qu ick ly  towards  the  town,  a l though we cou ld  s t i l l  hear  f i r ing . "

A passage in the War Diary of Stephen Mtnot Weld, a staff officer for General John F Reynolds, is also

relevant.  In an entry dated July 1,  Weld descr ibes a discourse he had with General  Howard concerning

the ident i ty of  t roops coming out of  the woods toward the cemetery.  He rode into town, on Howard's or-

der,  and ident i f ied the t roops as "rebs."  Then he wri tes.
On my way back  I  saw a  lady  r id ing  in  ( i  e  in to  Get tysburg) ,  th rough a l l  those bu l le ts ,  on  a  horse
with a s ide-saddle,  who turned out to be Mrs.  General  Bar low. She had heard of  her husband's
dreadfu l  wounds and came in  to  nurse  h im.  She came in  sa fe ly ,  as  I  a f te rwards  heard ,  and un-
doubtedly saved her husband's l i fe

But there is more

Daniel  Skel ly,  a teenaged resident of  Gettysburg who was a c lerk at  a dry goods company at  the t ime

of the batt le,  wrote his account of  the batt le in '1932 under the t i t le "A Boy's Exper iences During the Bat-

t le of  Gettysburg "  In peft inent part ,  th is is what he said
Day dawned on the second of  July br ight  and clear About dusk, Wi l l  McCreary and l  were sent
on some errand down on Chambersburg Street and as we were crossing from Arnold 's corner
to the present Eckert  corner,  we were hal ted by two Confederate soldiers who had a lady in
their  charge She was on horseback and proved to be the wife of  General  (Francis)  Bar low who
had come into the Confederate l ines under a f lag of  t ruce looking for her husband, who had
been severe ly  wounded on  Ju ly  1 .  .

I t  is  reasonable to conclude from these accounts that  Arabel la arr ived at  the batt lef ie ld on July '1 Be-

cause i t  is  unl ikely that  Gordon's message reached her before sunset,  inasmuch as he says he sent i t  at

the c lose of  the day's f ight ing,  and that such shoot ing as Howard descr ibes would occur at  n ight,  i t  fo l -

lows that Arabel la must have crossed into no-man's land some t ime in the long summer twi l ight  between

sunset  and n igh t fa l l

We can thus say with certainty that  she came through Confederate l ines f rom Union l ines successful ly

and that once inside Confederate l ines she was given an escort .  That could only have been accom-

pl ished i f  she had a safe passage or escort  and she could have had that only i f  i t  had been given to her

by a Confederate of f icer of  very high rank Lt  Pi tzer does not f i t  that  descr ipt ion,  but Br ig Gen John B

Gordon does .

Two other Confederate generals also f i t  the descr ipt ion:  L ieutenant General  Jubal  Ear ly,  Gordon's div i -

s ion commander,  and Lieutenant General  Richard Ewel l ,  their  corps commander.  Ear ly wrote memoirs,

ment ioning the f ight  on the knol l  and Bar low, but he says not a word about conversing with him, learning


